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Harvey Manning Speaks for Wilderness Preservation in The Irate Birdwatcher: A New Film from Crest Pictures

Seattle, WA ~ June 15, 2009. Local filmmaker Robert Chrestensen recently completed his latest movie, The Irate Birdwatcher, holding true to his company’s vision … to promote wilderness preservation through films that foster respect and appreciation for the natural world, and connect with the viewer's “wildness within.” His films capture the heart and imagination – by giving the audience a “walk in my footsteps” perspective of being there, in the moment and experiencing nature on an up-close and personal level. Crest Pictures’ unique approach to environmental filmmaking doesn't tell us what's wrong with the world, but opens our eyes to its beauty and urges us to save it. What better way than through the words and actions of Harvey Manning, a premier Northwest writer and legendary conservationist.

All about wilderness preservation, The Irate Birdwatcher is inspired by the written works of Harvey Manning. In the early ‘60s Manning (using his pen name the Irate Birdwatcher) became the voice of a dedicated band of hikers and climbers, turned conservationists, who spearheaded the grassroots movement to establish the North Cascades National Park, as well as other designated wilderness areas throughout Washington. Co-producer/director Kathy Chrestensen's script adapts quotes from Manning’s dozens of books to create a convincing story that follows the man through decades as he unveils the beauty of Washington’s wildest places, and discovers the need to stand up and fight for their very survival. She says, while the primary goal was the greater message, she also wanted to create a film as a testament to Manning’s mountaineering life and environmental causes – and to hopefully rekindle his fiery spirit and visionary ideas in today’s world. Robert Chrestensen’s artistic editing and beautiful imagery, shot while backpacking over the past nine years, supports the words and story seamlessly. Watch the film’s 3-minute trailer at: http://www.crestpictures.com/irate_birdwatcher/index.html

The Irate Birdwatcher portrays Manning’s wit and charm, his outspoken and often criticized views, his intimate experiences and thoughts, his love of the out-of-doors (especially the mountains), and his hopes and dreams for our beloved wilderness. The heartfelt dialogue is in his words only; spoken by seasoned actor and Northwest talent Earl V. Prebezac. The film is introduced by a short video of Manning from archived footage to give the viewer a peek at the real person. But, it doesn’t take long to get comfortable with the gravelly voice of Prebezac … as he captures the real essence of the man with his superb portrayal.

Music for The Irate Birdwatcher was written, performed and produced by international recording artist David Michael, who lives with his wife and fellow musician Dari, in Port Townsend, Washington. The natural beauty of the Pacific Northwest has always inspired the composer’s work. While more widely known as a Celtic harpist and multi-instrumentalist, Michael says, “I went back to my guitar-picking roots” for this soundtrack. And then, he assembled a talented band of musicians from his hometown to produce a very engaging and delightful score for the movie.

Throughout the film Chrestensen adds still images that enhance the story he tells with video … drawing upon an impressive list of local photographer climbers, including newcomer Jason Hummel of Tacoma and local legend Tom Miller of Seattle, as well as several other contributing professionals and amateurs. The results are stunning. 

Crest Pictures (www.crestpictures.com), Chrestensen’s production company, plans to release The Irate Birdwatcher on DVD in time for the holidays, 2009. Check their Website for news of its release, as well as local screenings of the film this fall around Puget Sound and the Portland area. Crest Pictures is passionate about preserving and protecting our national parks and wilderness. The DVD will include a guide to “The Seven Principles of Leave No Trace,” a program designed to educate outdoor enthusiasts about consequences of their actions and techniques to prevent and minimize their impact. In memory of Harvey Manning and his dreams, they are asking the public to support the American Alps Legacy Project (www.americanalps.org) – working to complete the vision for new park and wilderness protection in Washington’s North Cascades. 

Reviews:

Magnificent! Just superb … a work of art. In my whole career, I have known few conservation writers who can so completely describe what it is really like – feels like – in the Northwest backcountry. And it is even rarer for that same writer, and at the same time, to mince no words and so accurately 'tell it like it really is' regarding what was happening to that wilderness. It was this special gift of Harvey's – that eloquence and passion in everything he wrote, which aroused a whole generation – my generation – to rise up and take a stand to halt the damage. ~ Brock Evans, environmental advocate, author and president of the Endangered Species Coalition

Harvey Manning left a legacy and a challenge to citizens who enjoy nature the way God made it and who care about America the Beautiful and about themselves. He tells us that we need to express our care and concern with principle and vigilance. We need to stand up to be heard – loud and clear and strong enough to rally public support and to shape it into effective public policy and practice. This is not exactly easy, but it works, and it’s good for the soul. ~ Michael Frome, activist, educator and author of Heal the Earth, Heal the Soul: Collected Essays on Wilderness, Politics and the Media
Contact Kathy Chrestensen – kathyc49@frontier.com
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