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“Preservation Of Wilderness Is Not A Simple Matter...” Says The Legendary Harvey Manning In Crest Pictures’ Newest Film Soon To Air On Seattle’s KCTS 9 

Seattle, WA ~ March 15, 2010. In early April Seattle’s KCTS 9 Television will air a half hour version of Crest Pictures' latest documentary, The Irate Birdwatcher. The film features the insightful and often poetic words of Harvey Manning – the legendary Northwest writer (famous for the 100 Hikes series and Mountaineering : Freedom of the Hills) and staunch conservationist. In the early ‘60s Manning (using the pen name “Irate Birdwatcher”) became the voice of a dedicated band of hikers and climbers, turned conservationists, who spearheaded the grassroots movement that brought us the North Cascades National Park, as well as other designated wilderness areas, including the Alpine Lakes Wilderness. His writing was also instrumental in passing the Washington Wilderness Act of 1984. The movie follows Harvey through decades as he unveils the beauty of Washington’s wildest places and discovers the need to stand up and fight for their very survival. 

Robert Chrestensen continues to capture the heart and imagination of audiences with his a “walk in my footsteps” perspective and creative approach to filmmaking. His work brings the natural world to us in an up-close and personal way. His stunning video, filmed while climbing and backpacking throughout the rugged Cascades and Olympics, supports The Irate Birdwatcher story seamlessly. Harvey’s inspiring words are brought to life by seasoned Northwest actor Earl V. Prebezac. The film was scored by Port Townsend composer and producer David Michael, and performed by himself and other talented musicians from the area. Also featured in the movie are various still images taken by local climbing photographers, including Seattle legend Tom Miller and newcomer Jason Hummel of Tacoma.
While the film is first and foremost about wilderness preservation, it is also a moving testament to Harvey, the man and his work. As an avid climber and backpacker he spent a lifetime roaming our local peaks and valleys, and writing passionately about them and his causes. Harvey was a visionary and crusader. David Brower, the first executive director of the Sierra Club and prominent environmentalist, pronounced him, “Hero of the Earth.” Others consider him the John Muir of the Pacific Northwest.

The Irate Birdwatcher

Filmed and Edited by Robert Chrestensen

Produced and Directed by Robert and Kathy Chrestensen

Words by Harvey Manning

Voice by Earl V. Prebezac

Music by David Michael

For additional background information, including the film synopsis, bios and promotional stills, go to the Media page on the Birdwatcher Website: http://www.crestpictures.com/irate_birdwatcher
The film in its entirety, along with a few bonus features, is available on DVD at: http://www.crestpictures.com/store.html
These are the upcoming broadcast dates:

· Thursday, April 1 at 10:30pm

· Monday, April 5 at 4:30am

· Sunday, April 11 at 6:00pm

KCTS is Seattle's PBS – it broadcasts on Channel 9 in Western Washington. It also serves Yakima and Central Washington and parts of British Columbia. To locate a channel in a particular area go here: http://kcts9.org/tvschedule/channels
What People Are Saying

You have put together one of the most moving and beautiful films we have ever seen...and what a delight that it was all about one of my hero/mentors and about my forever-treasured North Cascades, where it all began for me. 
~ Brock Evans, President of the Endangered Species Coalition

We are inundated these days by eco-porn: prettified, commoditified, and often garish scenery in calendars. The Irate Birdwatcher in contrast is sensitive and lyrical to the eye and the ear from the inimitable pen of Harvey Manning. 
~ John S. Edwards, board member North Cascades Conservation Council

The gorgeous wilderness cinematography in The Irate Birdwatcher provides the North Cascades imagery that was missing from the Ken Burns film on National Parks, and it’s a fitting visual counterpart to the words of wildlands defender Harvey Manning. 
~ Karl Forsgaard, Washington Forest Law Center

You feel like you’re sitting around the campfire or huffing up a steep brushy trail, breaking out into the meadows and surveying the peaks alongside Harvey Manning himself. For me personally, it’s as close as I’ll ever get to listening to the John Muir of the Cascades. 
~ Philip Fenner, Seattle
Contact Kathy Chrestensen – crestpictures@frontier.com / 425.774.9621 (please do not publish my phone number) 
— End —
We have a vision . . . to produce world-class films that encourage respect and appreciation for the wilderness.
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